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INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 


IAB CASE NUMBER SH 2026781 


On Sunday, December 31, 2000, Sergeants Thomas T. Campbell and Larry Gregg, along 
with Lieutenant Karyn Mannis of the Internal Affairs Bureau responded to ast 58" 
Drive in the County Area of Los Angeles regarding a Deputy Involved Shooting - Suspect 
Wounded. Deputy Noe Garcia, ИИ -іпс4 to uniformed patrol at Century Station 
in Unit 216F Early Mornings, shot and wounded Suspect Sergio Ruiz, MH/24, when Ruiz 
pointed what Deputy Garcia thought was a handgun at him. 


The summary of this incident is based on information obtained from reports, memoranda, 
and other documents regarding Century Station File #000-24909-2170-055, and interviews 
of Deputy Garcia and his partner, Deputy John Perez, and other witnesses at the crime 
scene by Homicide and IAB investigators, as well as recording and mobile digital data 
provided by the Sheriff's Communication Center (SCC). 


INVOLVED PERSONNEL 


Noe Garcia, mm 


Department Background: 


Deputy Generalist 


Deputy Garcia is.a 6 % year Department veteran who has worked at Century Station since 


the beginning of December of 2000. He was on training status when this shooting 


КИНИНИ Т is his first Deputy 
Involved Shooting and he has no history of complaints or discipline regarding force related 
matters. 


SUSPECT INFORMATION 
Sergio Ruiz, MH/24 Booking #6539733 


Suspect Ruiz has an extensive criminal record both as a juvenile and an adult. 


HE Ғог further details regarding Suspect Ruiz’s criminal 


history refer to Exhibit C, pages 71 thru 81. Homicide Investigator, Joe Purcell, filed 
two felony charges, 11378 H&S, and 11379 H&S, against Suspect Ruiz in Compton 
Superior Court. He has a trial date set for 06-04-01 under case #VA063403. He is 
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currently ош of jail with Бай set at $20,000. 


WITNESSES 
John Perez, ЕЕЕ Deputy Generalist 
Travis Morrow, К | Deputy Generalist 


Benjamin Torres, ЕШ Deputy Generalist 
MH/37 Civilian Witness 
MH/40 Civilian Witness 
MH/33 Civilian Witness 
FH/15 Civilian Witness 
MH/37 Civilian Witness 


WEAPONS USED BY DEPUTY PERSONNEL 

Deputy Garcia fired a total of 9 rounds from his Beretta, Model 92F, Serial И. 
WEAPONS USED BY SUSPECT 

None. 

INJURIES 


Suspect Ruiz was taken to Martin Luther King Hospital where he was examined and treated 
by Emergency Room Physician Dr. Leke for seven gunshot wounds to his body. Suspect 
Ruiz sustained one gunshot wound to his left clavicle, one gunshot wound to his left 
shoulder, one gunshot wound to the right humerous bone, one gunshot wound to, his left 
arm, one gunshot wound to his upper left thigh, one gunshot wound to his upper right thigh, 
and one gunshot wound to his right buttocks. In addition, Suspect Ruiz sustained a broken 
right clavicle and a broken right elbow. None of these wounds or injuries were life 
threatening and Suspect Ruiz has since recovered and is out of jail on bond awaiting trial. 


There were no injuries to deputy personnel involved in this incident. 

INVOLVED DEPUTY STATEMENTS 

Deputy Garcia said on the night this incident occurred, he was working uniformed patrol in 
Unit 216F 1 Early Mornings with his partner and training officer, Deputy John Perez. Не 
said he was the driver and Deputy Perez was (һе bookman. He said around 2107 hours he 


heard Deputies Travis Morrow and Benjamin Torres, Unit 216E1, receive-a call of an 
illegal shooting on 58" Drive between Compton Avenue and Hooper Ауећие. He said 
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because he and Deputy Perez were already in that area, they decided to assist. Не said he 
self-assigned the assist on the call to their unit via his radio саг”5-МТІ). He said Deputies 
Morrow and Torres contacted them via their car radio and directed them to take up a 
position of containment at the corner of 58" Drive and Hooper Avenue. He said after they 
got to that location, they took a position of containment at the southwest corner and 
notified Deputies Morrow and Torres that they were in position. They said as they were 
doing so, they heard three to four gunshots being fired on 58" Drive, just west of their 
location and relayed that information to Deputies Morrow and Torres. 


Deputy Garcia said he then drove his radio car westbound on 58" Drive from Hooper 
Avenue. He said as they were driving down the street, they saw a male Hispanic (later 
identified and hereafter referred to as Suspect Sergio Ruiz) walking northbound across the 
street from the south side of 58" Drive. He said the headlights of his vehicle illuminated 
Suspect Ruiz as he walked across the street. He said Ruiz turned and looked in their 
direction with a startled look on his face. He said Suspect Ruiz crouched down and moved 
his left hand toward his waistband. He said Ruiz then turned completely around and ran 
back to the sliding chain link gate in front of the business (“ҮН Polishing”) located at | 
58" Drive and attempted to open it. He said due to Suspect Ruiz’s actions, he (Garcia) 
believed Ruiz was armed and probably responsible for firing the gun shots he had just heard. 


Deputy Garcia said as he continued to watch Suspect Ruiz try to open the sliding gate, he 
noticed that Ruiz still held his left hand near his waistband as if concealing a handgun. He 
said he thought that Ruiz might turn and shoot at him before he could stop and exit his 
patrol car. He said as he drove up parallel to Suspect Ruiz and stopped, Ruiz was able to 
open the sliding gate and run into the open yard in front of the warehouse. He said once 
Suspect Ruiz ran into the open yard, he turned and ran south toward the front door of the 
office building. He said he parked the radio car in front of the open gate, got out with his 
Beretta in hand, and ran after Suspect Ruiz. He said as he did so, he yelled for Suspect Ruiz 
to stop and put his hands up. He said at that point Suspect Ruiz still had his back toward him 
and he could see his shoulders moving, which-indicated to him that Ruiz that was still 
moving his hands near his waistband. He said he continued to yell at Suspect Ruiz to stop 
and raise his hands in the air, but Ruiz refused to comply. 


Deputy Garcia said at the same time, he noticed his patrol car was no longer where he had 
left it. He said when he turned back to look at Suspect Ruiz, he noticed a trash dumpster to 
his immediate left. He said he ducked behind it to gain some cover in case Suspect Ruiz 
turned and tried to shoot him. He said Suspect Ruiz was now at the front door of the office 
building and was trying to get in. He said he continued to yell at Suspect Ruiz to stop and 
give up, but Ruiz.ignored him and continued to try to open the front door of the office. He 
said Suspect Ruiz suddenly spun to his left, faced him, and took a combat shooting stance 
position with his arms pointed in his direction. He said he saw something in Ruiz’s hands, 
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which he was holding together and pointing at him. He said he thought Ruiz was holding a 
handgun and was going to shoot him. He said due to that, he fired several rounds at Suspect 
Ruiz from his Beretta, and Ruiz went down to the ground on his stomach. He said Ruiz’s 
hands were underneath his body near his chest area and he could not see them. He said 
Suspect Ruiz then rolled onto his left side while still facing him. He said Suspect Ruiz’s 
hands were still іп the same position as before (pointing at him). He said he thought Ruiz 
was going to shoot him, so he fired an additional 2 to 3 rounds at him from his position of 
cover behind the trash dumpster. He said he stayed behind the dumpster until his assisting 
units arrived. He said Suspect Ruiz never said a word to him during the entire incident. 


Deputy Garcia said a search of the area was conducted for a gun, but none was found. He 
said he later learned that the object that Suspect Ruiz had in his hands was a 6 inch long 
package wrapped in silver duct-tape (Exhibit B-8) that contained a large amount of 
methamphetamine. Deputy Garcia told Homicide Investigators that he honestly believed 
that the duct-taped package was a handgun and that Suspect Ruiz was going to shoot him 
with it. 


WITNESS STATEMENTS 


Deputy Perez said on the night this incident occurred, he was working uniformed patrol 
with his partner, Deputy Noe Garcia, in Unit 216F1 on the Early Morning Shift. He said 
Deputy Garcia was the driver and he was the bookman. He said he and Deputy Garcia were 
in the area of 58" Drive and Hooper Avenue Handling an illegal-shooting call, when they 
heard a call go out over the radio of an illegal shooting on 58" Drive between Compton 
Avenue and Hooper Avenue. He said the call was assigned to Unit 216E1, Deputies Travis 
Morrow and Benjamin Torres. He said due to fact that they were so close, they assigned 
themselves the assist on the call. He said he and Deputy Garcia then coordinated their 
response to the call with Deputies Morrow and Torres and other responding units over the 
L-TAC frequency of their car radio. He said he and Deputy Garcia then took up a position 
at the corner of Hooper Avenue just south of 58" Drive and awaited the responding units 
atrival. He said while they were waiting, they heard several gunshots go off just west of 
their location. He said the gunshots.sounded like they were coming from a.small caliber 
handgun. 


Deputy Perez said he and Deputy Garcia drove westbound оп 58" Drive and began checking 
the area for the origin of the gunshots. He said they saw a male Hispanic walking 
northbound across the south sidewalk toward the street, about mid way down the block. Не 
said he could not see anyone else in the area or on the street. He said when the male 
Hispanic (later identified and hereafter referred to as Suspect Sergio Ruiz) saw them, he 
seemed startled or scared. He said when he first saw Suspect Ruiz, Ruiz made a quick 
motion toward his waistband as if he was going for a weapon or trying to hide one: He said 
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Suspect Ruiz then turned quickly to his right and tried to open the sliding chain link gate 
leading to a business (warehouse) located а 58" Drive. Deputy Perez said-he has 
been dispatched to that particular business numerous times in the past and has never seen 
Suspect Ruiz present on those occasions. i 


Deputy Perez said he and Deputy Garcia thought that Suspect Ruiz was probably the person 
responsible for firing the shots they just heard and was armed. Не ѕаі һе removed his 
Beretta pistol from his holster as Deputy Garcia drove up adjacent to Suspect Ruiz, who 
after fumbling with the chain link gate, was able to open it and run into the open fenced in 
lot in front of the warehouse. He said after Deputy Garcia stopped the radio car, he got out 
and ran around the front end‘as Deputy Garcia was exiting the driver’s side door. Не said as 
he did so, the radio car struck him because Deputy Garcia had failed to place it in park 
before he exited the vehicle. He said at that point his attention was focused on the radio car 
that kept creeping forward. He said he ran to the driver’s door, got in, and tried to put the 
vehicle in park to stop its forward movement. 


Deputy Perez said as he was doing that, һе heard two separate rapid bursts of gunfire go off. 
He said he knew those rounds were fired from a 9mm pistol and thought that Deputy Garcia 
had fired them. He said at that point, he thought that Suspect Ruiz had pointed a handgun at 
Deputy Garcia, because he saw Ruiz reaching for his waistband as they drove up. He said he 
was 110% sure that Suspect Ruiz was armed at that point. He said he immediately looked 
behind him and saw Deputy Garcia pointing his Baretta at Suspect Ruiz from a position of 
cover behind a trash dumpster inside the warehouse yard оп the-other side of the chain link 
fence. He said he also saw Suspect Ruiz moving around on the ground inside the yard area 
of the warehouse. He said Ruiz was saying something to Deputy Garcia, but he could not 
make out what it was. He said he then put out a “998” via his hand held radio. He said-as he 
did so, he heard Deputy Garcia shout at him, “Sir, he turned on me!” He said he then asked 
for a rescue unit to respond to their location. 


Deputy Perez said he and-Deputy Garcia both gave several loud commands to Suspect Ruiz 
to stop moving around and lie still. He said when Suspect Ruiz quit moving around, they 
approached him and noticed that he had several gun shot wounds to both arms and legs. He 
said Ruiz was treated by the paramedics at the scene and then transported to Martin Luther 
King Hospital by ambulance. He said they were unable to find a gun inside the area where 
Suspect Ruiz һай Бееп shot. He said Deputy Garcia recovered a oblong object wrapped іп 
duct-tape, which was silver in color (Exhibit B-8). He said the object was approximately 6 
to 8 inches long and 3 to 4 inches wide. He said the object was lying on the ground just 
south of where Suspect Ruiz fell, near the locked door of the office area of the warehouse. 
Deputy Perez said he later learned the duct-taped object contained a large amount of 
methamphetamine. 
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Deputies Morrow and Torres said when they arrived at the scene, they saw Suspect Ruiz 
lying face up inside the fenced yard of the closed business, ‘VH Polishing,’ located at i 
58" Drive. They. said he was bleeding from numerous gunshot wounds to his body. They 
said fearing that Ruiz might die from his gunshot wounds, they asked one of their assisting 
units to bring them a tape recorder so they could interview him. They said Deputy Propster, 
brought them a tape recorder and advised Suspect Ruiz of his Miranda Rights. They said 
Suspect Ruiz agreed to talk to them and they began asking him a series of questions. They 
said Suspect Ruiz told them that he did not work at the location and that he had found the 
keys to the business earlier that evening. They said Suspect Ruiz told them he was in a taxi 
cab en route to a bar оп 58" Drive when Не saw a man (NFD) lock the front sliding gate to 
the business located at ss" Drive and then walk away. They said Ruiz told them as the 
man walked away, he dropped the keys on the sidewalk in front of the gate. They said Ruiz 
told them that he told the taxi cab driver to stop, and when he did, he got out and walked 
over and picked up the keys.. They said he told them that when he saw the radio car approach 
him, he opened the gate and walked inside the yard. They said Suspect Ruiz told them that 
the package wrapped in silver duct-tape contained “drugs,” but did not know what kind. They 
said Ruiz told them he found the drugs next to the keys on the sidewalk. Deputy Morrow 
said he continued questioning Suspect Ruiz and asked him if he turned toward Deputy 
Garcia when Garcia first contacted him. He said Ruiz told him that he did. He said Ruiz 
went on the relate that he was holding the silver duct-tape package near his stomach and 
threw it away when Deputy Garcia chased him. 


о П he, along with and zee drove to 
the 1200 block of 58" Drive to visit his cousin He said it had been a long 
time since he had seen his соиѕі П гла because of that fact, he had trouble locating 


her residence. He said he stopped the van he was driving across the street from a. business, 
and parked it. He said as he did so, he noticed a police car behind him. He said the police 
car did not have its lights on and was stopped in the middle of the street. He said he was 
talking to his friends and was going to turn off the motor of the van when he heard four 
gunshots. He said prior to hearing the gunshots, he heard a male voice yelling something 
similar to “halt,” or “stop.” He said he was positive it was a police officer yelling the 
commands to halt. He said he looked behind him and saw a deputy sheriff getting out of the 
radio car that had stopped just behind them. He said he also saw someone trying to get into 
the. business directly across the street from where they were parked. He said һе saw а 
“shadow type male” going through the fenced area in front of the business and walk toward 
the front entrance. He said the deputy that had gotten out of the radio car was ‘running after 
him. 


said he believed the male who went through the fenced area was slender in 
build and of medium height. He said he could not identify the race or the clothing the man 
wore because it was too dark. He said he first saw the male when his attention was drawn to 
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the area where ће deputy-was yelling commands to stop ог halt. He said he did not see 
anyone else on the street prior to the shooting. He said he also did not hear any gunshots 
being fired when he pulled ир on 58" Drive and parked his van. He said he did not get out of 
his van when the shots were fired because he didn’t want to get shot. He said a few seconds 
later, a lot of deputies arrived on the scene. He said he has no idea who fired the shots that 
he heard. He said һе did not try to leave the area because he did not want the deputies to 
think he-or his friends had anything to do with the shooting. He said the deputies contacted 
them a short time later and took them to Century Sheriff's Station. He said he told 

Homicide Investigators at Century Station that he did not know the suspect, Sergio Ruiz. 


said that he accompanied his ЕЕЕ 
another man he did not knw to the 1200 block of 58" Drive to visit 
ПИЛЕШ М (ШТ said they parked Ж ап across the street бота 
business and walked up and down the block looking Гог house. He said when they 
were unable to па ЕЕ: һе got-back іп van and sat іп the right front 
passenger’s seat. He said as he was waiting fo: о drive off, he heard two (2) gunshots. 
He said he looked around and saw one deputy sheriff-run from a radio car toward another 
deputy sheriff. He said a few minutes later, a lot of deputies showed up and started 
questioning them about a shooting.involving a deputy. He said he did not know Suspect 
Sergio Ruiz. 


and 


ae: he was seated in the back seat of.the van when the shooting 
occurred. He said he thought it was fireworks at the time. He said he had no idea gunshots 
were being fired that close to him. He said he had accompanied two other men to the 
location who were going to visit some relatives on 58" Drive. He said the man driving the 
van was known to him 45 ЕЕЕ He said he did not know the name of the other man 
that accompanied them. He said he went with these two individuals because he wanted to go 
see a family member who was having a birthday and lived near 92™ Streét and Zamora 
Street. He said |b ould not remember where his cousin lived and could not 

find her house. He said as they were preparing to leave the area, he heard three gunshots go 
off. He said a few seconds later, a lot of radio cars and deputies arrived in the area. He said 
prior to hearing the gunshots go off, he did not see any deputies in the area. He said it was 
dark and he could not ее anything else except a police car moving slowly down the street 


that crashed into a parked car on the south side of the street. He said he did not hear anyone | 


yelling prior to the gunshots going off. 


IAB NOTE: Homicide Investigators said the interview with- 

was very disjointed and hard to follow. They 
said he claimed to be nervous because he had never been 
interviewed by law enforcement personnel prior to this 
incident. He gave two or threé versions of what happened and 
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each time it was unclear as to what he was talking about. They 
said his final account, which is documented above, was the 
best he had to offer. | се Deputy L Martinez, 
Unit 212E2 PM’s earlier that evening that there were three 
other individuals in the van besides-himself. He told Deputy 
Martinez that ЕЕЕ ropped off this fourth individual 
mid-block on 58" Drive prior to stopping and looking for his 
cousin ШЕ. И this unknown male аз 
ап adult Hispanic around 25 years old with normal length hair 
and a mustache. He said this individual was wearing a gray 
sweatshirt (NFD). For further details refer to Deputy 
Martinez’s supplemental report (Exhibit C, pages 15 thru 
17). 


and =ж== А said they were inside their residence located at 
ШИШ when they heard three separate sets of gunshots go off just Шо their home. They 
said there were three to four rounds fired on three separate occasions, about 30 seconds to 
a'minute apart. They said they went outside and saw a Sheriff's radio car parked іп -вігесі in 
front of the business located а 55° Drive. They said there was a lot of police 
activity, so they went back inside their home. They said they did not see or hear anything 
else. 


г ИИ ус ус at гі | Ой 


said they heard gunshots going off all evening (New Years Eve). They said that around 
midnight, they heard several gunshots just Hr their homes. They said they walked 
outside to see what was going on and saw a Sheriff's radio car in the street. They said 
shortly after that numerous Sheriff's units showed up and they went back inside their 
homes. They said they did not see or hear anything else after that. 


The immediate neighbortiood near the shooting scene was canvassed for possible witnesses 
by IAB investigators and Century Station personnel. For further information, refer to 
Deputies Twedt and Hilgendorf’s supplemental report (Exhibit С, pages 21 thru 25): 


SUSPECT STATEMENTS 


Suspect Ruiz was first interviewed on 01-01-01at 0408 hours.at Martin Luther King 
Hospital by Homicide Investigators Joe Purcell and William Howell. During that first 
interview, Suspect Ruiz told Homicide Investigators that he had been shopping earlier in the 
day and was at a hamburger stand at Florence Avenue and Pacific Avenue, where he waved 
down a taxi cab and had the-driver take him to a seafood restaurant located at 58" Drive and 
Hooper Avenue. He said as he got out of the cab to go to the restaurant, he found some 
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keys on the sidewalk in front of the restaurant near the corner. He said the keys had a tag 
with the name and address of “VH Polishing” on them. He said he was aware of that. 
business and knew that they manufacture custom rims. He said he decided to use the keys 
to enter the business during the evening hours when it is closed and take some rims. 
Suspect Ruiz told Homicide Investigators that after ће opened the sliding gate and-entered 
the yard to ће УН Polishing Company, he found a package wrapped in silver duct-tape on 
the ground. He said he did not know what was inside the package, but thought it might be 
money. He said after he felt the package, he realized it did not contain money. He said he 
thought the package might contain some type of narcotics, but did not explain why he 
believed that to be the case. 


When questioned about his contact with Deputies Garcia and Perez, Suspect Ruiz stated he 
did not stop running when ordered to do so by Deputy Garcia. He said he did remember 
Deputy Garcia yelling at him that he would shoot him ifhe didn’t stop running away from 
him. He told Homicide Investigators that when he turned to face Deputy Garcia, he had the 
duct-taped package in his hands. He said he then threw it to the ground while still facing 
Deputy Garcia. He said he does not have any idea why Deputy Garcia Shot him after he 
threw the duct-taped package on the ground. He told Homicide Investigators that he 
remembers rolling and moving around on the ground after being shot the first time. He 
also told Homicide Investigators that he did not know the three men being detained at the 
scene by the deputies, Witnesses |: c И 


Homicide Detecitive Joe Purcell interviewed Suspect.Ruiz a second time on 01-31-01, at 
1500 hours, at Martin Luther King Hospital. Suspect Ruiz was not in custody and was in 
the physical therapy wing of the hospital at the time. Suspect Ruiz told Detective Purcell 
that he remembered talking to him on the night that he was shot. He went on the relate that 
he was having ‘flashbacks’ about being shoot and couldn’t put the incident out of his mind. 
Suspect Ruiz then gave a third account of the shooting to Detective Purcell. He said he 
found the keys to the VH Polishing Company at a seafood restaurant оп {һе corner of 58" 
Drive and Hooper Avenue. He said the Keys had a tag on them with the address attached to 
it. He said he took off the tag and put the keys on his personal key chain and then went to 
the location. He said he wanted to go to that location to check it out and see what was in it. 
He told Detective Purcell that ‘curiosity’ is what got him shot. 


Suspect Ruiz went on to relate that he used the keys he found to open the sliding gate and 
enter the fenced in yard at-the location. He said he found a package taped in silver duct-tape 
on the ground. He said he originally thought the package contained money, but when he felt 
it, it felt breakable. He said he-was sure the package did not contain money. Не said he 
thought it contained some type of narcotic, probably marijuana. He said at that point, the 
deputies drove up while he was still inside the yard. Не said even though he wasn’t sure 
what was inside the duct-taped package, he was afraid to be caught with it and tried to throw 
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it away. He said he had the duct-taped package hidden underneath his shirt near his stomach 
when Deputy Garcia approached him. He said he lifted up his shirt and dropped the package 
on the ground. He said as һе did that, Deputy Garcia yelled, “Stop, drop the gun or P11 
shoot!” He said he did stop after he discarded the package, put his hands in the air, and 
turned around as ordered, but Deputy Garcia shot him anyway. Suspect-Ruiz said he fell to 
the ground and was shot two more times. He said Deputy Garcia walked up to him while he 
was lying on the ground and placed his foot on his back in order to control him. He said by 
that-time he was spitting.up blood and shaking very badly. He said he thought he was going 
to die. He said Deputy Garcia asked him where the gun was and he told him he didn’t have 
one. He said he was then taken to the hospital and treated for his gunshot wounds. He said 
he stayed in the hospital until 01-22-01, when he was released. Suspect Ruiz went on to 
relate that he did not know the owner of the location or any of the people that worked there. 


PHYSICAL EVIDENCE 


Homicide Investigators examined Deputy Garcia’s department issued Beretta, Model 92F, 
Serial 5) They found one live round in the chamber and six live rounds іп the 
magazine. An examination of those rounds showed that they were Winchester Ranger 9mm 
Luger, 147 grain SXT. Deputy Garcia told Homicide Investigators that he carries his duty 
weapon with one live round in the chamber and 15 rounds in the magazine. That being 
the casé, Homicide Investigators believed Deputy Garcia fired a total of nine (9) rounds at 
Suspect Ruiz. Homicide Investigators also found 7 ‘Winchester SCT’ expended 9mm 
cartridge casings at the shooting scene (Items 1 thru 7 on Exhibit A). In addition they 
also found one key ring with a metal emblem of an ‘A’ on it containing approximately six 
miscellaneous keys (Item 8 on Exhibit A), and.one silver colored duct-taped package 
containing 380.6 grams of methamphetamine (Item 10 on Exhibit A). Four of the rounds 
fired by Deputy Garcia at Suspect Ruiz hit the front of the office building at the location 
(Exhibit B-10 and Items A, B, C, & D on Exhibit A). Three of those rounds were 
recovered. For further details regarding the evidence found at the crime scene, refer to 
Homicide Investigators Tapia and Graves supplemental report (Exhibit C, pages 48 thru 
52). 


LIGHTING CONDITIONS 
The lighting conditions at the shooting scene were almost non-existent. It was extremely 


dark with very little background light. There were no street lights near the location and 
none inside the fenced in yard in front of the business. 
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PROPERTY DAMAGE 


Four bullet strikes in the front wall of the office building at the location belonging to “VH 
Polishing.” 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 


Homicide Investigators found a sizable meth lab inside the VH Polishing Company. Due to 
that, narcotics detectives from Century Station were called to the scene to investigate. 

After investigating the location, the owner, EEE was later charged with 
manufacturing methamphetamine for sales, 11383(C) H&S. That case is still pending in 
court. Homicide and ‘Narcotics investigators believe Suspect Ruiz and ЕЕЕ се. 
each other and were working together to sell and distribute methamphetamine. However, 
they were unable to file those charges on those two individuals due to lack of evidence, and 
Ruiz’s апа Н о ias that they know each other. 
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